
Funding from AFA’s 
Central Florida Chapter 

helps keep highly 
qualifi ed AFROTC 

offi cer candidates on 
the road to an Air Force 

commission.

Cadets of AFROTC Det. 159 at 
the University of Central Florida 
prepare to raise the US and 
POW/MIA fl ag following morning 
reveille.

Each year, the Air Force Asso-
ciation’s Central Florida Chap-
ter contributes approximately 

$40,000 in scholarships and operating 
funds to the cadets of Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corps Detachment 159 
at the University of Central Florida in 
Orlando.

The chapter awards two main schol-
arships each semester: The Gen. Bruce 
K. Holloway Memorial Scholarship and 
the 1st Lt. Carlos A. Arriaga Memorial 
Scholarship.

The Holloway scholarship honors 
the late general’s leadership. He was a 
fighter ace with 13 aerial victories in 
World War II, who later rose to com-
mand US Air Forces in Europe and then 
Strategic Air Command.

The Arriaga scholarship pays tribute 
to the deceased airman, a Detachment 
159 graduate killed at age 25 while 
serving as an Active Duty air weapons 
director in 1995.

In addition, the chapter gives out 
several smaller awards to cadets who 

demonstrate outstanding academic and 
professional performance. In a period 
of tight budgets, these scholarships 
help keep highly qualified students on 
the road to an Air Force commission.

In 2013, AFROTC was unable to 
fund the In-College Scholarship Pro-
gram due to budget cuts. The loss of 
this important program forced many 
highly qualified officer candidates to 
seek part-time employment or student 
loans to continue their undergraduate 
education. The outlook for 2014 is only 
slightly better. AFROTC will be able to 
fund only an extremely limited number 
of In-College Scholarships.

Fortunately, funds from the Central 
Florida Chapter help reduce the impact 
of the budget cuts on aspiring Air Force 
officers at the university. These funds 
allow recipients to focus more time on 
academic and professional development 
by reducing the demands of financing 
a college degree.

In addition to directly offsetting the 
huge cost of college education, chapter-
donated funds enable the cadets to main-
tain color guard and drill team equipment, 
support recruiting and education events, 
and improve cadet-sponsored profes-
sional development activities. 

Chapter donations also made pos-
sible upgrades to the cadet lounge and 
computer support equipment, enhancing 
performance and relationships. Det. 159 
cadets now enjoy a relaxing common 
area where they can prepare for their 
academic and professional duties or sim-
ply share a meal, movie, or game night 
with other cadets. The fi rst foundations 
of the Air Force family begin in these 
social settings.

Through its donations to AFROTC, 
the Central Florida Chapter executes 
the AFA mission by supporting the 
aerospace education of future Air Force 
officers and enabling cadets to be visible 
at public engagements and to participate 
in activities that highlight the Air Force 
family.                                              �

Todd M. Freece is an Air Force colo-
nel and is commander of, and professor 
of aerospace studies for, AFROTC Det. 
159 at the University of Central Florida 
in Orlando. 
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